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29 July 1955 


Mr. Roger W. Jones 
AuiftuS Director 

ler Legislative Reference 
of thm 

WaehfeSfton 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Jones: 

This is is reply to yaw referral of It July 1951 requesting 
the continents of tide Agency aoH. J, Res. IS? (enrolled), & 

Joint Resolution to establish s Commission an Government Security. 

Under Section 1020 Ml) of tbs National Security Act of 1947 
CIA is prohibited from any Internal security functions. In estab- 
lishing » Commission on Cknsnmtst Security, fi, J. Res. 157 
concerns itself primarily with internal security, and, therefore, 
it would appear to bo inappropriate fox this Agency t® comment 
on say policy aspects as So whether or" not this legislation should 
he approved . W« will therefore limit oer comments to ttm« 
specific aspects of the tegfsSatian which would affect CZA. 

Section 7(a) of the proposed resolution co ntains the assal 
authorities for the Cnesmlosfen So held hearings, with power of 
subpoena, and authority to secure from any agency of Government 
such information *aA statistics as hi may require. Go v ern ment 
a^ntci#* t# iiiolih tutk |#fo n— atlim to to# Conxnli* 

siea. H owe v e r, Section • of the resolution provides that nothing 
contained therein shall be construed to require an agency to re- 
leaao mg information posensoed hy such agency when, in the 
opinion of the {resident, the tgecioaero of such information would 
jeopardise or interfere with get ca rrying out of the intelligence 
respoosibiltties of ouch agency or the interest of national security. 

As yen ere aware, such security problems as arise in this 
Agency, including those connected with personnel oocnrlty, often 
involve operational intatligseee information of a sensitive nature , 


Approved For Release 2004/02/23 : CIA-RDP58-00597A0001 001 60028-6 



Approved For Release 2004/02/23 : CIA-RDP58-00597A0001 001 60028-6 


the knowledge of which is limited to a misimam number of persons. 
I'urtbsmort , the Director is charged, under the Nation al Security 
Act ef 1947* with the protection of intelligence sources and methods, 
which here a direct hearing on security matters. It is 

felt that the inclusion of Section S in H. I. Res. 157 takes cogni- 
zance of these particular problems and will afford the Agency the 
neceueary protection in carrying out its staiigory responsibilities. 
Therefore, from the standpoint of the particular problems of CIA, 
we cast Inte r p ose no objection to favorable consideration of this 
resolution. 

Sincerely yours. 


OGC;WLP/blc 
Orig. &c 1 - Add 
2 - Signer w/basic 
1 - DD/S 

1 - Dir. of Security 



Walter 1«. Pfershefea&er 
Legislative Counsel 


CONCUR: 


• Deputy Director /Support 


SjTAT 
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